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. BU Taleb Mubammod Salabuddin
As::i:mdnﬂﬂmuqmumn
. ummm‘mﬁ Howevar, be
_h:lnnhn-lﬂﬂn ¥ poriorm

duty as long o he had been hn‘hﬂﬂ.
'Lﬂlh:hnh.-inm-‘i.ﬂ:-mmun-
had soasewchal bascnond.

", Dae of e problesns was That whens-
,ar Salabuddin Saleb planned (o vid eny-
pne he made elaborets preparations as if
he ware aboul 1o go oo & saferi. He never
~mﬂmmhdﬁhmmlhwﬂ

Gurr , hét senl 0 maksage
E« visll. He lnformed
Fu;:l the exact tme of his
.acrival. He remainded him thal he nelther

Dot
wute his specilic circle.
I.lﬂlhlui:n .'HI when
aflernoon Sakab
ﬂ'lhl:m-duuﬁl- ldhuu
wlltm mnh
hﬂq-.md-'imhtlﬂ!diﬂn

ased @ L iy o, sRorlly aiber
histh. in Ssheb was alw In
wourriog. Thret days back. ke had fau
biks orem heloved daunghior, Khaleda, dur
ing chiledbish,

Salahuddin Sabob sat down on I'::ﬁ
nily availibla chalr in {}leﬂ"l T
.-u.m]:n. reatizg his Eands on the
Lanle of Lis walldag stick. Cuadsr Mis
gt dowen o Lhe woodes bed coverad by a
mial, Oonder Mis glanced ot Salahnddin
Sabeb with some perplexdly, The room
[led with ellonca.

AL last Selabuddin Sahob cleared his
thrnat ralbher podsly and looksd st
Croader. He then looked sround (he shab-
fow roommn Cuasdar wan & Jow-pald chark,
and thire wein marks of poverly overy-
whare, Apﬂihmlhﬂcﬁtr:hﬂrmd
(ke woodsn bed, there was oo other hurnd-
bugw i the oo, A beo-yesar-old calender,
depicling 4 olimeon sunssl oo & river,
hnngwf_:::dl mlwﬂn ﬂLIIIFLﬂr
hrighlen ack, slnoling
Ir:ifaﬂmm n touched hcrﬂr.
uhuvf..'uupl.u.lm.hhm of duat, O e
Ooor, in frent of the door lesding o e
lnger ooy, e & linde gisl, of aboil Bour

years, noling pufled rice lrom a bowl.
I'.Innn |mﬂ-'nd.r1 bad fallen to lhl.'sﬂvmd
ilsan had gone Lot ler mouth. W
mlﬁihh'ﬁu:hmdkﬂ'fm“

writh dirt.

Salahuddin Sakeb was mot pleased
with whal be saw. He was unceriain aboul
making the proposal that had pro
biis wisit, But be realised that he
allerriative,

Cleering kis throut for the ssoond Uma,
ke docked straight wt Quader. “There's
ragbody o breestiesd my

Salabwaddin Saheb did ol elaborste
qn.k'ﬂmd i3 moming Bul Ll
fof Salakuddin Saheb to camplate what
ke had come o iy

Salabuddin Saheh, bowever, took a it
g more Ume fo explain why he had
come, He had never seen & wile,
Bui he Ead bedard that she wos quils
lalthy, Though the mothes of five chil-
dren, she had sever been HL Moreower,
s hod bonastied ol her Bve children bes-
sel Her children were also healthy, #vaii
tha unkenypt litte girl |;ﬁdunu.th;9_n?a
Apart from everything,

il Cuader's wile was a kindheasiod,
woenan. Still, Salabuddin Saheb
W0 speak mese out of
respect for Quader's recent L
His heslintion, however, soon evaparsied,

“I've hanrd that youir wile Ls haalthy by
Eh-n-::dri' ﬂiilh-“bllﬂlluwlﬂ
£y my eedheriess grandson?
A the baby fmaie-
distely” Salabmddin Sabel waited for o
womend snd then sid, "W ybu go sod
ik heT™

Cuader went (nlo the (nner room.
Slabuddin Saheb continued o sl whers

on the

v‘.mﬂmrﬂm'-;nwhn

hie was, his hands slop the eamved hag-
dle of his walling stck He locked
around once mogo, his glance lalling
'L‘itl.li giil seated oo the
oot Had hu to maka (ko
EJFM p sligh. Bul
jgad liu.l It was mmhmlnu
pwd-unwlluwlimbrlw!ahwh
spolen what was on bds mind

When Quader returiod, Soladusldin
Seheh looked up at  hilm with oo

hension, but then relaood il e
it of Quader’s (acn, He lapped tha
ind with hls walking stick snd

E“ oo ot wp Lo dajuart. He stood utsi-
for & ran of his age.

EW which openod
onto 4 s road, Salakuddin
Sahob seetmed Lost in . He than

to explain what he shouk] bive
eald earfler. "The docior has, of course,
advised us 1o give tha child a bottle
Hit 1 doo’t bolisve in those o
ways. Ag infant ahould Lo broastisml.
That's the natural “H.-ha "
lie sighed desply. bul conirpiim
himsatl Lnmediately, Bwon o ilo
mnd grief, Salahuaddin
Sabeb could comiain himeoll baoanse
in his long lfe he had experienced
many sorows, He had lsamed one
imporiant lesson: when u man bs over-
whelmoed with sorrow he has 1o think
of T dutles Brab {1 dood ol o lo gleer
in 1o griel.

Salahuddin Sabeb frowned, think-
ing abomt his son-in-lew who hed ool
lapmed like o frudl twig ol Lhe cows of
hils wile's daath. But the young man
had nothing else to do. Salabuddin
Saheb had lo think sbout everything
that had bo ba done.

'I.'."h.l.h boarding e car, Salabuddin

e

‘-1.

.I mﬁﬂfhl‘ I.n.ﬂ' ik 1hel evenine
Salalmcdin Sahel brougls s gmad-
child to the Cuaders. The syah carvied
e cliild it the (nnes poorn, whils be
sl in the drowing room stradning Lis
pars, wonderiug whether Cuadars
wilo bad lier mind durlag s
i, Oie nol rely on & griel—
rcksn woman., A lifle laker, howey-
er, whan the ayah sppeared [ Ui
doonway, dl ber buwdel-sl adrod
incih, he it Cuadar's wile
had nol mepacted the child. (¥ oomrse,
lhere wea no feseon o (hick tha she
would have How eoulil unvbody Eainy
in infell Nol even & wWomnss ove-
whelmed with griel & the roorpt Lot
of o chlid eonld bo so heartieia

Just belore bosnding Lhe cas
Salaluddin Seheb paussd belelly snd
sald, “If your wile requires any madi-
cine of medical athention, [T wnd &
doctar” Hin voles cliohed with smo-
lion. Even in the midsl of sarmw, Lo
foll & senss of satlslscton that lI|Ir
had worked oast 5o weall. Tt was C
tmmatiee ceercy, ke thaugil Lz n.t
majettically in the car aud lecked
simeght shisad,

Quader's wile, Majeda, really pos
snieed pond Baallli. Sha was shen) —
statuged amd seoll-bubll Thaugh she
was the mother of fve chilldren, her body
wind atill firm.

When the ayah entared the noom weith
Ul baby o swaddling clotlies,
ol (e beby indiffemuily. A
Hny (ece was vidhle {fom the bundlc of
l':.l-nlhn-. lis aves were Closed. The clild
1 seomed 1o be addeep o il mother's
womb, bajedy's oyes ptared 1o

with oy, She steiched oul her

¥, "Glvo the baby b me.”

Bince early thal morming Mejodn's
bemasts had bomn heoavy and meod b, She
knew thal milk was being stored in hex
breasts 1o purtore a oew e This realiss-
tion caused her three-day-old gnel W
lonsify once more. For whom were her
breasts pwelling with milk? Tha child fhat
whs had borme in her womb wal el
Wt nalie blind? Somelbuscs ake thoughi
rslvne was Dlind oF, i rould s 6wy
iol. hlajeds thought thal

basar ihie burden ol
hor  milk-laden  brossts Hntrl:;lpl
was 4 solu

i
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Salahuddin Saheb's
ton of sarts, God in mysherious
ways

Majada beld tho child close o ber
boscen and stased & it She trombled all
over (0 o ol anotion, Tl child
whimpered fably, Majedn was surprissd,
Sha lod mot epectsl the swaddlag o
cry. Her own child had evsenged mlently
from an endless darknest and molurned o
il without making & soond. [hd Majoda
think (ot she wes bolding her Litelea
child in her arma? The ayaly, scated on tha
floor a1 o litile distance, divw oul betsl
bwai and lobocoo from the luck i ber s

"..lm :.;:!h will mw}, -

11.:1\{

fi ﬁ".

walsl, After folillng the bete] leal gid pog-
plog it into her mouth, she wld, “The
chilkd's bungry. (hve him o beeast.”

hinpoda’s ey apariced, acd a hajaws
mnils Nickerod on bar Nips, U coume abe
would give e baby her beoast He
bowasts were heawy wilhi sloned milk
aching with (he teobbing af Iz, What
she bhad stored ko bor bresas win all ber
bove, all ber malermal fealimg. She
renmmberod how, when her atber clil
drvn would stanft ooy, doops of mdlk
wiuld omey from Bet breasls end he
stoenach muscles would tighten stranpely.
Al the whimpering of the child In ke
i, Majeda foll her bieosts stard 1o
theob, It did oot malier el the child was
pol her own,

Tha ﬁ._'r.uh it By 1 RN The
chiled’s muhaumbad with cxyhig Why arend
you giving pois breast o e Hille mife®

BMajods quibcily uabuttonsd bey poasie
Wouse and freed one of har hees's. As
pocin an tho bobay Sall (e edppla, b Biegion
fo pull on 11 bangrily,

A momant kol o child siarm] whin-
rrlt! agnin., the wund announcing Ul

i by bad nol been asusged. The
npih Jooked af Majods enquirdingly. The
wcone hat med hor epes cawsed ber o look
wven iote perpleosd. Thisos wisd o blask
btk o Mopeclm's face, shar sesned ozl
ws of the chikd's whirzpers

"Wihal's wrongT™ Ue syab ancuiled

Sinjedn did not mpdy. IR." “Em Lreg
bled & Hitbn She apole 0 o low valce,
*Tha milk his solidifisd”

Tha child had uet ot 8 doop ol molk
Mlajeda’s brenaty wete s shone

The lllowing mouning alter Ik
prayeti. Salabuddin Salwh cimes o e
hirw  hida was [aring, Has
enlerncd the dr room and sal down
at he had the provicus day, resting his
bands on the hendle of his walldng stick
benikied mt hilm

;
?
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Sitnce ha heasd nnh.i.grr:ﬂ-
{or pronbed thel ..'.'l.Llp'udc.Hn.d had been
lod Cusdar was unswsrs tha: by wils
bl boen unoble to nurse the baby. S0 ba
slso rernained slent
s.mhuﬂﬂnmubdhduntml -t.i
much longer He sl
wbn.u. i at
ny | wan

on lhe ground,
Craador, sald, After fojr
starting my wmazify, | of s
(hing. [ own a plot of Land ot Munsh Hae.
s m pacly Badd. 1 would Hie to give your
wife 8 poction of that land. | bope e
wor T inimd.”

Salabuddin Saheb stood up wilthout
walting S Craadec's reply. The walling
CAT ¥ bor L, Alllog th room witl the

of gasoline. As ba was showl to
hn-l.rdl.lmwhuki. . :

Iﬂhh walk-
ing stick upwards, 7 will
nﬁmﬂ vegulables, The ayah can nunl
well®

Thal ahemoon the ayab tried 16 soothe
the [rotting baby. Sle wad worried. (o
wpite af all ker cffors. Mejoda had falled
Io bewasifeed the baby. The haliy was four
s odd, but it had not morived a single
diop of miilk since its binth. Tha ayah had
Even it some waler, bul water la mok

for a babey, Shoe koew that & new-

by could survive (o w few days
withonnl aay oouflikmdnt. Bul when i
had bed po milk for four days—itl was
sedous,

Majecda pal moliooless inslde 1ne
mnrl.u-. Har lps ware dry, her oy wore
by her mh.um:i inability
lnnm‘wlhhir_r sho st there pumbly,
ber bltume s8]l unbuitonped. Her cosoe-
erod Breasls seemed beavy an glone. She
b o dosit i ber miod thal the milk in
het lroasts bad thickenod too muack in
Mow froely, But whyT Was i1 T that
the milk had been maan her ows
child and now that her own child was
dewd the milk in her beaasts had dried up?
The mowmnt she thoaghl this, o wns
of viclory began to oourse through her
arleien, But (8 Labed for @ fvw momeils
only. Sho realisod that the hough® was
erued and he imrmediately Selt athamed
How conld she hove had such a couml
theught? The child ander Ler care gish
il bt sy Bt 0 wems wtil] @ chilel A mcith-
erloss child, How could aovons think af
d-.rprliﬁ:n',ildmm: Mol evon o boartiecs
being oould do so, Baskdes, with ol bes
B and sl ehe wantsd o breasl feed
e baby, Could (hin deciro be in vala?
But  Majeda's heartloss ety
romsined heavy snd hard. She hoaed the

child outsids,
Why hor millk thichensd ard dned
up o Uide manner?

A crualler kdoa caumie to Moy peind. Slsg
thought that (he strong dealre she had 10
breastiood the baby was a way of sup-
presaing the trvih. The reslity was 1hai

she did nod wani the baby o swrvive
bataioad lier own balry was dased. Tl
was why ber milk-laden breasts had
Inrmaedd hamd,

Tha
paetiend ahe fell mffocabisndl Than o
slorrn of 3obs rockod B body,

I:b.lu!rr ! juad roluraed [from
alfles when the nolse of Salshuddin
Sahabt's car sounded [rom outsids (e
haeise, Un hesdog il hMajeda foli &
mixhire of exhenstkn and f=ar This
tirees 3hie Lhought of Selabuddin Sabeb,
nal (i beby Salainddin Sasb did
it yel kesvone Ehat sl boad bean unable
v 8 drop of milk to his grand-
The altonding syah alio bad not

yed discloged the matter. Bul how long
would she keep quist? By now CQuader
s conmee b hasow of Bhis welle's fadlmes,
bk ha Loo b med divclossd B s amy-
Twmly. But hin oo could bol sappdods
the loci much longee Whal would
Balabisddin Saheb (hink when ha
bparned the truth? Moreover, i he ook
Bls gramdchild beck homa, wouldst
Mapoda die of dhame” blajoda
call b hueghamd. In ber @
face had furned frightfully pale. When
Craadir cens in, Ma b Tt
say mnyvihing el o him, p y
child will gt milk toolght, I kmow. The
pudn i my broasts bas inovased terri-
H‘.\- T vy Leé :llm;'nﬂh.'

Cuosdey bepl his wile's coguesl. Bul
by did sy v Salabunddin Sabeb,
“hujeda should see o doctor’

Salabuddio Sakeb was pirfurbed.
“What ls lbha matier™ i

“She dosa] sonm 10 be vory well,”
popliml Cuade:.

That LA evOTLLE A doactor & bt o
Majoda  and
_Mujoda hsd o milk in her broasts. 1)

thompghi pained her. For o

up o
v, Ltr

satid, et

Infocmed them  thst

wodd i dphustial, [ ou ROl wod &
deep ahock, she mighl ool prodice
il The doctos alm red o explain
in medical fanpun why Majeda's
heeunts had beeame anigmped withon:
piclk. The doctors oossrvalions mads
Mojoda sl moow worniasl, The el
taal cadlk bad pof Ve pomlsced wdlh
in b brecsls upsct ber even more
tlees the thought that her muile fsad
solEed.

T wors twimons tn be oon
ol Mjeda now malived thai ahe
cenld o meogg  avold the couel
(rzghts Uhat plagued bor A nagging
vohoe crod oul insde ber, “Your owmn
clafld (s dead, Why sheukd your breasts
proslimee mdlk?™

Thess words peined her agalo &
Bfoi, Makeds kmeew that abe had o
do somotling draite. She krow che
ditl bave mch Hhine. Salshoddin
Sabeh worldnl delay alla: the docior
agnouls. He would take his grand-
childl hack howne lmmediately [lo had
coiml o Mapela onby will the bope
that abie would ba able lo beeastond
the wothericss child

Majeds (dl thal (he antim episode
was o resl for Rer, Her childs daatk
Salaluddin Subeb's proposal, Lhe doc
o'y cisgiosly—verytidng was & tml
for kit The dociod wik milsiaken

hljoda koow tho was milk [0 her
Ereaiis. 11:[: breasts were v mone
FWollon evoning. They were surely
full of milk They felt soller now, spongy
almost betavso of the fuid content She
suspecied that sumethicg was redicting
ihe flomw of enilk theough the pipsles, liks
8 cork plogeiog e mouih of o bottle

hlasoca gl up quistly, bar (ace Nualed
with gy f Sha kajow she would pess
the la 'J:I-I:-i alve mcimeded, Tar imothing
hood winld be sslablishad and her dasd
child would coma back ta her sgain.

hlajecln wasied no Ume. Culcldy ale
anbotbmsed ber Wouse and freed b
tl'lll.'ﬂ'l- Sbe groped under the pillow wnill
she found a hairpln. She held the
hatrpida firmly [n her haid and then, with
2 viddem, fierce moveman), plunged it
in‘o ome slpple. A shooting pain engulfed
b, Evoryihlog arew [ains and deck bofoce
her oyes, but ahe did nal oy eul. Then,
leedng cechilly for tha o £ fn P
ol ol pplo, the plurged tha kalmpln inic
her ollic; bevael, (oo agaln oo unbess
ehls pain miffised hee. Sae waa about Ly
fuint, Bl willed harsell 1o reelsd (Be weak-
et Theough ber sever apony, she could
fouol L Licquid guahiing fosth. The sloppems
i e ot s batd b pemeved. Mo hn
ik could flow resly,

Salaliuddin Saheb's car stojped nd;nl]:,-
cuisde (uader's hows. hMaparda was gijle
ol onse now. Her milk was Qowic
had no vesson tn bo afrald, Tes milk con
ined b porgr desw bor broasts. Bt the
ik was ot white, B0 was rod a8 blogd
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